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THE ST. ELIZABETH NEWS 
A loving Community of Orthodox Christians 

Christ is Among us!
Christ is among us! He is and always shall be! 

Welcome to St. Elizabeth Orthodox Church and thank 
you for celebrating the Divine Liturgy with us!! What a 

joy it is to be together in God’s House. If you have 
never been to an Orthodox Church before, you are 

about to participate in the Divine Liturgy. The Liturgy is 
the work of the people and that means that all of your 

prayers are necessary and you have a job to do this 
morning! We hope you will stay and join us for coffee 
hour in the atrium. Please feel free to ask Fr. Matthew 
any questions you might have! May God’s blessing be 

with all of you!

41st Sunday after Pentecost  
 Epistle: Romans 13:11-14:4 
 Gospel: Matthew 6:14-21 

This Week’s Music… 

Tropar & Kondak Tone 8 - Page 102 
Kondak For Forgiveness Sunday- Page 178 

Forgiveness Sunday

mailto:fatherdutko@gmail.com
http://www.stelizabethga.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13:11-14:4&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:14-21&version=NKJV
http://www.acrod.org
https://www.patriarchate.org
https://www.acrod.org/consecration/biography
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Divine Liturgy of St.John Chrysostom 
using the Blue Pew Book 

“Blessed Is the  Kingdom” ……………………………………….;.2  
The Great Litany of Peace ………………………………….……..2  
First Antiphon………………………………….………..…………..5 
Second Antiphon………………………………..……………..……7   
Hymn of the Incarnation………………………………..…………10   
The Beatitudes …………………………………………………..…14  
Hymn at The Little Entrance ………..………………………….….16 
Resurrection Tropar and Kondak Tone 8 ……..…………………102 
Seasonal Kondak…..………………………………………………178 
The Trisagion (#2)………………………..………….…………..…..19  
Prokimenon (Tone 8) ….……………………………………..……178 
Epistle ………………………….................….....Romans 13:11-14:4 
Alleluia (#2) ……………………………..………………….……….23  
Verses ……..………………………………………………………..178 
Glory to You, O Lord…………………………………….…………24 
The Gospel …...........…..................…................Matthew 6:14-21 
The Sermon………………..……………..….……..…..…Fr. Matthew 
The Triple Litany……………..…...................……………..………25 
Cherubic Hymn 2………………..……………..…………………..28 
The Great Entrance and Cherubic Hymn (Continued) ..…………33 
The Creed  …………………………………………………………..37 
The Anaphora …………………………………………..….……… 39  
Holy, Holy, Holy (#1)……………………………………………….41  
The Hymn of Praise  …………………………………….….……… 45  
Hymn to the Birthgiver of God………………………………….…..47 
The Litany of Supplication…….. ……………………………….… 50  
The Lord’s Prayer (#1)………………………………………………..53 
 The Communion Prayer ……………………………….………..… 58  
Communion Hymns…………………………………..…………59-62 
In the Fear of God Come Forward……………………..………..…63 
The Reception of Communion ……………………………….……61  
We have seen the True Light (#1)…………………………………..64 
Thanksgiving Hymn (#1) ……………………………………………65  
Thanksgiving Litany …………………………………………………67 
Amvon Prayer………………………………………………….…….69 
Blessed be the Name of the Lord (#1). …………………….………69 
Announcements……………………………………………Fr. Matthew 
The Dismissal…………………………………………….……….….71 
Intonation for the Living……………………………….……………72 
Post Communion Prayers of Thanksgiving……………………………………….…73 

Holy Communion is reserved for Orthodox Christians who havre properly prepared 
themselves, non-Orthodox visitors and inquirers are invited to come forward at the endif the 

Liturgy to venerate the cross and receive the Antidoron (blessed bread). 

Today 12:45 pm- Forgiveness Vespers- Great 
Lent Begins 

Monday 03/18 5:30 pm- Canon of Saint 
Andrew of Crete 

Tuesday 03/19 9am- Food Prep- Nut Rolls 

 5:30 pm- Canon of Saint Andrew of Crete 

Wednesday 03/20 9 am- Presanctified Liturgy 

5:30 pm- Canon of Saint Andrew of Crete 
followed by Catechism Class 

Friday 03/22 5:30 pm- Presanctified Liturgy 

Saturday 03/23 4 pm- Great Vespers 

Sunday 03/24 10 am- Divine Liturgy followed 
by Special Meeting on Building Projects 

1pm- Great Vespers: for the Annunciation 

Monday 3/25 9 am- Divine Liturgy for the Feast 
of the Annunciation 

10 am- Halupki Cabbage Steaming 

Tuesday 3/26 9 am- Halupki Rolling 

Wednesday 3/27 5:15-6:15- Presanctified 
Liturgy 

6:15-7:15- Adult Catechism Class 

Friday 03/29 9 am- Presanctified Liturgy 

3-7 pm- Food Sale Pick Ups 

Saturday 03/30 8:30 am- Divine Liturgy 

11:30 am - 3:30 pm -Food Sale Pick Ups 

Sunday 3/31 10 am- Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday 4/02 9 am- Presanctified Liturgy 

Wednesday 4/03- No Adult Catechism Class 

Sunday 4/07 10 am- Deacons Service - Homily 
from Seminarian Alex Hursteller 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+13:11-14:4&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:14-21&version=NKJV
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Protocol No. 3/2024 
 
My beloved Faithful Clergy and Laity (Young and Old) of our God-Protected Diocese: 
 
 As we begin Holy and Great Lent this year on March 18th, I want to share with you a few 
thoughts so that we may journey through this reflective period and arrive at the Great Feast of Feasts, 
PASCHA to receive the Resurrected Christ.       
 
 We are reminded that there can be no true fast, no genuine repentance, no reconciliation with 
God, unless we at the same time reconcile with one another.  In this holiest period of the ecclesiastical 
year, we should honestly examine our relationships with our families, our Church families, friends, 
neighbors, co-workers, and the society in general.          
 
 After all, a fast without mutual love and forgiveness is “the fast of demons”.  Part of our 
salvation in our daily lives is the practicing of forgiveness and love. Forgiveness is truly a glimpse of 
the Heavenly Kingdom in our sinful and fallen world.  Only with God’s grace and a repentant heart can 
we truly return to unity, love, and harmony.           
 
 Great Lent involves hard work: on ourselves, our thoughts and feelings, our relationships with 
those around us.  Our Lenten discipline of fasting, prayer, and charity is given to us not as a burden or 
hardship, but rather as an opportunity for restoring our relationship with God the Father, Jesus Christ 
the Son, The Holy Spirit, the Theotokos, our Guardian Angel, our Patron Saint, our neighbors and even 
ourselves.  The Church invites us to transform our lives and to receive abundantly both peace and joy.  
Great Lent is an opportunity to renew our souls, minds, and bodies by entering more fully into a Christ-
like life.            
 
 Therefore as we begin our Lenten journey together, I am asking for your forgiveness for any 
offenses I may have caused you. Let us pray for each other so that on that day of PASCHA, the Feast 
of Feasts, we may sing with loud voices the beautiful Hymn of the Resurrection.           
 
 I pray that this Great Lenten Season is a spiritually uplifting experience for all of us. 
 
Working in His Vineyard with much agape, 

 

+Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa  
                                          
 

 
 
 

GREAT LENT 2024 
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ST. ELIZABETH ORTHODOX CHURCH 
2265 East Cherokee Drive 
Woodstock, GA 30188 
Phone: 404-268-6359 
Email: fatherdutko@gmail.com 
Fr. Matthew Dutko 
Pastor/Administrator 
www.stelizabethga.org 

March 17, 2024 
Forgiveness Sunday 

Dear Parish Family of Saint Elizabeth Orthodox Church, 

Dear Beloved Parish Family,
As we begin the journey of Great Lent, I am filled with joy and hope knowing that we walk this path to 
Golgotha and the Empty Tomb together with Christ as a community of faith. This season offers us a sacred 
opportunity for spiritual renewal and growth in our relationship with Christ. Let us seize this moment 
with fervor and dedication, and joyfully take up our cross, for in Great Lent lies the potential for our very 
salvation.
During this holy season, strive to increase your prayer life, both individually and as families. Set aside 
extra time each day for prayer and spiritual reading, seeking communion with our Lord in solitude and in 
the company of loved ones. Let our hearts be open and receptive to the grace and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit as we pour out our prayers and good intentions before God.
Fasting is not merely abstaining from certain foods, but a spiritual discipline that strengthens our will and 
purifies our souls. Give your best effort and embrace fasting with joy, allow it to deepen your reliance on 
our Heavenly Father. Just as we need bread to survive, we cannot survive without Christ, the Bread of 
Life. Fasting reminds us of this and teaches us that with effort and the Grace of God, we can conquer the 
false promise of sin.
Today as we begin great Lent, remember the importance of forgiveness. Just as we humbly ask for God's 
forgiveness, so too must we extend forgiveness to our fellow brothers and sisters. Let love and 
reconciliation permeate our interactions, showing us the mercy and compassion of our Lord. 
As we journey through Lent, dedicate yourselves more fully to the life of the Church. Attend the divine 
services as frequently as possible, cherishing each opportunity to partake in the Sacraments and receive 
the Grace of God. Lent is a time to care for our church, both physically and spiritually, as a tangible 
expression of our love and devotion to Christ.
As family in Christ, approach this Lenten season with eager anticipation, hope, joy, and unwavering 
commitment. Spring is the season of new life, and so too Lent can be a time of spiritual renewal and 
transformation for each of us if we take it seriously. Don’t delay your repentance or wait until Good 
Friday to seek the healing grace of Confession. The acceptable time to grow in our faith is now, in this 
moment.
Remember, that life is a precious gift bestowed upon us by our gracious God. Don’t squander it in pursuit 
of earthly cares, but instead, choose Christ as the center of your life. May this Lenten journey be one of 
profound spiritual awakening and renewal, leading us ever closer to the embrace of our loving and 
merciful Savior.
With love and blessings this Lent and Always,

Fr. Matthew
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What is Forgiveness Sunday? 
Forgiveness Sunday comes to us each year on the last Sunday before Great Lent begins. This 
opportunity is oncer again laid before us to begin Lent the right way. With the Grace of 
forgiveness. Today we are reminded of God’s infinite mercy and encouraged to begin our Lenten 
journey by receiving and offering forgiveness to each other, just as God mercifully gives it to us. 
Forgiveness Sunday is a reminder that we cannot grow in the spiritual life, we cannot make 
movement towards Christ, holiness, and salvation without forgiveness and humility. Christ is our 
Chief Cornerstone. He shows us by His own example what humility and forgiveness look like 
from the very heights of the cross. Without forgiveness and humility, we cannot be become like Him. 

This is a special day in the Orthodox Church. It marks the beginning of the season of Great Lent. Lent is a time set 
aside for Orthodox Christian to prepare for Holy Week and our Lord’s Resurrection by growing closer to God, 
changing, and growing in God’s likeness by His Grace. During this time we use the tools of fasting, prayer, 
repentance, and an increased commitment to the life of the Church to assist us as we move closer and closer to the 
Cross.  

Forgiveness Sunday is an ancient tradition of the Christian Church. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus teaches his 
disciples to forgive others: "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you" (Matt. 
6:14).  The lessons of the early Church and the wisdom of the Church Fathers provides us with many powerful 
examples of the importance of forgiveness and its eternal consequences.  

On Forgiveness Sunday the Church celebrates a ceremony of mutual forgiveness, where the clergy and the faithful 
ask each other for forgiveness. This public act of forgiveness has the potential to be such a powerful moment of 
mercy, humility, and reconciliation for the community. It is a reminder that we are all sinners, and that we all need 
forgiveness. In the words of St. John Chrysostom, "If we forgive our neighbors, we will be forgiven by God; if we 
refuse to forgive, we will be condemned by God." This reminder is so important for us to hear as we prepare to 
begin the season of Great Lent, hopefully with a clean slate.  

The Church Fathers wrote extensively about forgiveness and repentance, and their teachings continue to inspire and 
guide us today. St. Basil the Great emphasized the importance of forgiveness in his homily on Forgiveness Sunday: 
"Let us forgive one another's sins, for this is the reason we are here. Let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Let us be patient with one another, for we are all struggling towards the same goal." 

 St. Cyril of Alexandria wrote about the need for humility in forgiveness: "True humility is the foundation of 
forgiveness. Only the humble are capable of forgiving others, for they recognize their own faults and weaknesses." 
St. Isaac the Syrian, another prominent Church Father, wrote in one of his homilies that: "Forgiveness is the renewal 
of love. Forgiveness is the beauty of holiness. Forgiveness is the life of the soul. Forgiveness is the medicine that 
heals the wounds of sin."  

As we enter the season of Great Lent, let us reflect on these teachings and renew our commitment to forgiveness 
and repentance. Let us seek forgiveness from those whom we have wronged and forgive those who have wronged 
us. Let us be patient with one another, for we are all struggling towards the same goal; salvation and life in Christ. In 
this season of Lent, as in all of life, we are called to be patient and merciful with others just as God is patient and 
merciful with us. 

Forgiveness is not so much a duty, but a gift. Through forgiveness, we are liberated from the burden of our sins; we 
are healed and allowed to start anew. It is a gift that we can freely offer to others, just as we freely receive it from 
God. 

In the words of St. John Climacus, "Forgiveness is the remission of sins. For it is by this that what has been lost, and 
was found, is saved from being lost again." So let us embrace forgiveness and humility on this Forgiveness Sunday 
and throughout the season of Great Lent. Let us strive to grow closer to God and to one another, and let us 
remember that through forgiveness, we can be healed and made whole. We can become the holy people whom 
God Himself created us to be. 
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Announcements: 
• Lent is Here!- This time of year is meant to prepare us for Great Lent, which is meant to prepare us for Holy Week, which is 

meant to prepare us for the Great Day of our Lord’s Resurrection! It’s time for us all to reflect and take our faith more seriously. 
Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!  

• Sunday School Today - Icon project- Making Icons  to have blessed on the Sunday of Orthodoxy (3/24) 

• Pick Ups for Food Sales 03/29 3-7 pm, and Saturday 03/30 11:30-3:30- Join with your parish family for this 
important effort for our community! 

• Special Renovation Meeting next Sunday 3/24: This is a special meeting for the whole parish to discuss and 
approve a comprehensive plan for our growth and development of the physical Church property. 

• Do you have questions about something we do or believe in the Orthodox Church? You are probably not the 
only one wondering! Let Fr. Matthew know and an article will be placed in the bulletin. 

• Saint Elizabeth Magazine to be published in the Paschal Bulletin with articles written by you! All 
parishioners are encouraged to participate in this fruitful ministry. Write an article on anything related to the 
Orthodox Church and submit to Fr. Matthew for review and publication. Your article could be about 
theology, Church History, personal experience, parenting, spirituality, or really anything that would be 
appropriate in an Orthodox Magazine. Please consider writing an article during lent for everyone to enjoy on 
Pascha! The deadline to submit an article is Palm Sunday, April 28th. 

• Important Note: Please take the time to full out a Stewardship Commitment / Membership Card for the 2024 
Calendar Year - Every Orthodox Christian Needs a Parish Home, and Saint Elizabeth’s is Yours! 
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Holy Saint Elizabeth Pray for us! Eternal Memory!

Keep Your Parish Family in Your Prayers! Christ is Among us!

Parish Family Prayer List 
For the Health of: The Melnikoff Family, Pani Betty Jean Baranek, Fr. James Gleason, The Paccio Family, Kara, Joanna, James, 

Athanasia, Ethel, Tyler, Maria, Page Family, Dean, Margaret, Metropolitan Gregory and his family, David, Joseph, Maria 
Starcova, David & Paulette Novak, Suzette, Bob, David, Marilyn & family, Mark, Fr. Dcn. Stephen, Michelle, James, Rachel, 

Kate, Fr. Blaschak & Family, Larry, Alexandra, Tammy, Trahan & Skiba Family, The Hood Family, the Mileshko Family, the Blanar 
Family, Burt, Sandy, Stephanie, Mary , Tommy, Stephen, Emilia, Simon, Alisha, & Aaron Zak, the Puziculiks Family, Fr. Andy, 

Davina, & Alexandra, Stan, Fr. Dcn. Charlie & Family, Justin, Charlie, Herbert Schleining, Spencer, Julie, Anna, Galina & Family, 
Irinia & Family, Fr. Jim & Pani Kathy Dutko, Rick, Katlain, Elenor, Teddy, Mark, Robert & Cindy, Melissa, Ben, Anthony, Rachel, 

Christine, Cora, Rick, Michelle, Tim, Robert, The Kelemecz Family, Leonard, Leo, & the Olaru Family, Joanna Price, Kim, Isaiah, 
the Wells Family, Dave, Ashley & family, Mary, Tim, Andrew, Robert, Derrick, Michael, Eli, Ean, Ellie,  Amber, Christopher, 

Deborah, Nick & Rosemary, Mike, Elaiane, Roy, Lin, Dave, Sarah, Gerorge, & Edward, Stephen, Caleb, Amelia, Simon, David, 
the Gdovin Family, the Rodgers Family, the Kundrat Family, Yvone, George, Amberly, & baby Stella, Jessie, Dexter, Julia, Dan, 
Cora, Gabriel, Ethan, Tripp, Rachel, Lilly, Emmie, Charlie, Michelle, Serge, Mark, Johnny, Yvette Christine, Johanna, Nicole, 

Caroline, Alexander, Kelly, Henery, & Benjamin 

For the Departed: Evelyn & Boris Melnikoff+, Patricia+, James+, Stephen+, Anna+, Charles+, Robert+, Loraine+. Helen+, 
Lewis+, Jeane+, Vera+, George+, George+, Ernie+, Eddie+, Maria+, Carl+, Mark+, Barry+, Jospeh+, Phillip+, Jenny+, Peter+, 

Bryan+, Rebecca+, Fr. Paul+, Maria+, Fr. Hazuda+, George Smisko+, Helen Spanovich+, Bob+, Alma+, Bo+, Saddie+, Fr. 
William George+, Violet+, Fr. Kozar+, Benjamin+, John Haddad+, Fred & Helen Mileshko+, Anna+, Natalie+, Lilly+, Christine+, 

Anna+, Tamara+, Anastasia+, Yvonne+, John+, Betty+, Ada+, Peter+ & Wanda+, George+, Jerry+, Barb+ & Harry+, Beth+, 
Louise+, Nikolay+, David+, Fr. Michael+, Natalie+, Helen+, Ted+, Tom+, Mike+, Madeline+, Tim+, Fr. John Baranek, Reader 
Stephen+, Dean+, Fr. Larry+, Kris+, Wathen+, Pani Elenor+, Fr. Michael+,  Sally+, David+, Gene+, Kenny+, Ava+, Fr. Tony 

Jospeh+ & Pani Patsy+, Anatoly+, Fr. Scott+, Steve+, Claudia+, Dave+, Fr. John Duranko, Michael+, Sarah Elizabeth+ Ester+, 
Julie+, +Michael, +Joe, Mary+ 

Through the prayers of the Birthgiver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, St. Elizabeth, The Holy Fathers & 
Mothers, and all the Saints, may our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ have mercy on us and save us!
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ST. ELIZABETH ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Stewardship Offering / Membership Form

                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                        

https://steoc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/683291
https://steoc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/683291
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